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before this law shall have come into operation shall be exercised, unless
the author (or his assign), publisher, or printer, within six months after
this kw shall have come into operation, shall lodge with the Registrar
of Deeds three copies, all of them autographically signed on the title
page, or in default thereof on the cover, mentioning his residence and
the date of the original issue. The last mentioned date shall, subject to
proof to the contrary, be taken as the point from which the duration
of the copyright is to be calculated.
The provisions of s. 20 applied to all works published before
the operation of the Act, while the provisions of s. 10 applied to
works published after the operation of the Act.
Article 22 of the Act of 1887 further provided that:
Of the three copies sent in to the Registrar of Deeds, in terms
of articles ten and twenty, one shall remain deposited in his office,
and one shall be placed in the State Library. The destination of
the third copy shall be indicated by the Government.
This Act remained in force until it was repealed by the Union
Act of 1916.
THE UNION
The Patents, Designs, Trade Marks, and Copyright Act of
19161 was passed by the Union Parliament to consolidate and
amend the laws relating to the granting of letters patent for in-
ventions and for the registration of patents, designs, trade marks,
and copyright. It was operative throughout the Union and re-
pealed the earlier laws on these subjects passed by the various
South African Colonies prior to the formation of the Union. The
Imperial Copyright Act of 1911 was declared to be in force in the
Union2 in accordance with s. 25 of the 1911 Act, the whole of
which is set out in the third Schedule to the Union Act. The pro-
visions as to delivery of books for libraries are set out in s. 150.
These are:
150 (1). The publishers of every book first published in the Union
and whether printed therein or not, shall, within one month after the
day on which such book is first delivered out of the press for issue, de-
liver free of any charge, bound, sewed, or stitched on the best paper
and in the best manner in which such book is issued, one copy to the
Trustees of the British Museum, and one copy each to the authority
having control of each of the following libraries, namely, the South
1  No. 9 of 1916, assented to on 7 April 1916.
2  By s. 143. See also ante, p. 153.